ADDRESS OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA, MR JANEZ JANŠA, 
AT THE XXVth SLOVENEFEST
(Enon Valley, 8 July 2006)
Dear fellow Slovenes,
it is a great honour and pleasure to be your guest today at the traditional Slovenefest, here in Enon Valley. It is difficult to imagine a more beautiful setting for the annual meeting of Slovenes living in the USA; nevertheless, it is easy to see what brings you in such great numbers to this beautiful part of the USA, which you have also made Slovenian.

Fellow Slovenes, Dear Friends of Slovenia,
the Borough of SNPJ is located practically on the border between Ohio and Pennsylvania, the two states where the majority of the Slovenian population in America now live. It was thus a logical site for establishing the Slovenian Heritage Center Museum 30 years ago. Yet it is more than a place of remembrance. It is also a venue where the Slovenian community in America can show how vibrant it is, here and now.
All these anniversaries coincide with the celebration of 15 years of the independent Republic of Slovenia. We in Slovenia could only have imagined the excitement and expectation of our fellow Slovenes around the globe in those days. Yet there never was any doubt regarding your commitment to our common cause. You showed it when it was needed the most: when we had to defend the newborn state, when we were seeking international recognition and later, when Slovenia had to secure its rightful place within the Euro-Atlantic community. You opened many doors, pulled many strings, and made our path easier. Your contribution was immense and must never be forgotten.
The first period of our statehood has seen a young country achieving its main goals. Our decision to become a market economy facilitated a rise in welfare and living standards for Slovenes. Our alliance with the USA, Canada and our European partners in NATO provides a framework of unprecedented security. Membership in the European Union makes us part of the world’s most successful peace project ever attempted. The free flow of goods, services, capital and people among 25 European states offers many opportunities for Slovenes doing business, investing, studying or simply travelling abroad. We share the conference table and take an equal part in decision-making with the United Kingdom, Germany, France, and other EU members. Moreover, by holding the European Union presidency in the first half of 2008, Slovenia, a nation of just over two million, will coordinate and lead policies which affect the lives of almost half a billion Europeans.  
Many of our achievements in all fields, ranging from sports and culture to science and innovative technology, are easily comparable with the best in the world. Slovenian know-how is today incorporated in the most prestigious makes of cars and in the program solutions used by the NASA space centre. We produce the best ultralight aircraft in the world. And we want to make the cutting edge a rule, rather than an exception to the rule. 
Slovenia is doing very well today. However, this is exactly why we have to set ourselves new and higher goals. And with new-found self-confidence we shall deliver on those goals. We seek to become nothing less than one of the most successful countries in the world. We want to make all Slovenes proud of our homeland, just as we are proud of all of you who have made your contribution to building everything that America stands for. 
Whilst trying to seize opportunities offered in your new home, you have not forgotten the old homeland. United in various associations, clubs and other organisations you have built an irreplaceable link between Slovenia and America. Slovenia appreciates your efforts in maintaining and bringing the Slovenian heritage and tradition to new generations. The future of our link lies in their hands. 

Fellow Slovenes, Dear Friends of Slovenia,

the unprecedented unity among Slovenes 15 years ago transcended the borders of Slovenia. Never in our history had we been so united and resolute. Never in our history had the stakes been so high. And never had the fruits of our efforts been so rich. It is a lesson to be learned over and over again and an inspiration for us all. Slovenia is interested in working with the Slovenian community in America as a whole. It is time to leave past grievances behind and work together. Unity makes us stronger. 
Dear fellow Slovenes,
let me thank you for the hospitality with which you have honoured me in this part of the USA. I am pleased to have had the opportunity to meet all of you: Slovenes from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Colorado, Missouri, Minnesota, Wisconsin, California, North and South Dakota, and all the other parts of the USA. I would like to extend my special regards to those of you who have come all the way from Canada; allow me to invite you to visit Slovenia. Those of you who have not been there yet will see the beauties described to you by your parents or your grandparents with your own eyes. Those of you, however, who have visited Slovenia, I invite you to see for yourselves the progress we have made since your last visit. We are looking forward to welcoming you all. 

To conclude, I would like to wish you a happy festival and lots of fun. Thank you.
